CANBIOTECHNOLOGY  *
ABOLISH SUFFERING?

An Introduction to David Pearce’s &
Abolitionist Project o

“Our descendants will be animated by gradients of
genetically preprogrammed well-being that are
orders of magnitude richer than today’s peak
experiences.” — David Pearce
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THE PROBLEM: LIFE ON THE HEDONIC TREADMILL

Suffering isn’t a bug; it's a feature of Darwinian evolution that was genetically adaptive.
Our well-being is constrained by a biological ceiling.

e The Hedonic Treadmill

A set of negative feedback
mechanisms that prevents
lifelong well-being for all
but a few genetic outliers.

e The Limits of Reform

Socioeconomic reform,
wealth, or conventional
tech progress alone

Heritable Set-Point Hedonic Zero cannot overcome this
Twin studies confirm a . biological ceiling.
genetically influenced Unenhanced humans will
baseline of well-being (or still be prey to the

ill-being) around which
we fluctuate. Six

months after a
quadriplegia-inducing
accident, we are typically
no more or less unhappy
than before.

spectrum of Darwinian
emotions, from terrible
lows to everyday malaise.
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THE THESIS: A WORLD WITHOUT
INVOLUNTARY SUFFERING

To propose a future where biotechnology is used to phase out the
biological substrates of all unpleasant experience, in all sentient life.

The Goal

Not mere reduction, but the
complete abolition of experience
below “hedonic zero.” The
world's last experience below
this line will mark a major
evolutionary transition.

The Method

A twin-track approach

combining near-term social
reform with the long-term project
of rewriting our genetic source
code.

The Outcome

A new motivational architecture
for life, founded on “gradients
of intelligent bliss.”
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HOW IS THIS POSSIBLE?

Three technical routes exist to eliminate suffering, each with distinct pros and cons.

AN 5 3

1. WIREHEADING 2. DESIGNER DRUGS 3. GENETIC ENGINEERING
Direct brain stimulation. Utopian psychopharmacology. The ultimate solution.
Pros: Effective, shows no Pros: Reversible, useful for exploring Pros: Permanent and hereditary. It
physiological or subjective tolerance. disparate varieties of conscious mind. allows for a fundamental rewrite of
our genetic code, becoming the
Cons: Destroys informational Cons: Requires chronic self- foundation of a new biology.

sensitivity to environmental stimuli. medication from birth. It is better to be
Evolutionarily unstable; wireheads be born with psychological superhealth.

don’t raise baby wireheads.
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FROM NATURAL TO UNNATURAL SELECTION

The advent of “designer babies” will be the primary driver of this
transition, as evolution ceases to be “blind and random.”

Parental Choice:

Prospective parents will choose wills
will choose genotypes in anticipation
of their consequences. What parent
would deliberately select alleles for
depression or anxiety? Happy
children are more rewarding to raise
and signal success.

Parental
Choice

New
Social
Norms /

Designer
Genomes

A Virtuous Cycle: Each generation,

born with a higher hedonic set-
point, will likely choose an even
higher baseline for their own
offspring. What is “enhancement”
today becomes “remediation”
tomorrow.

Happier
Children |

A Concrete Example:

People with the short version
of the 5-HTTLPR serotonin
transporter gene have an 80%
chance of clinical depression
after three negative life
events. Those with the long
version have only a 30%
chance. Which would you
choose for your child?
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LIFE BEYOND THE PLEASURE-PAIN AXIS

This is not about static, uniform bliss. It’s about shifting the entire scale of experience
while preserving informational sensitivity and motivation.

BEFORE: THE DARWINIAN AXIS

AFTER: GRADIENTS OF BLISS

" to “magnificent” can serve

Well-Being g function as pain does today.
Information is Difference: An organism only needs to be sensitive to Preserving Preference: Hedonic enrichment is compatible with retaining
differences to respond intelligently. Our absolute point on a hedonic your core preference architecture. If you prefer Mozart to Beethoven,
scale is not critical. you still can, but you'll enjoy both on a transcendentally richer level.
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WITH GOD-LIKE POWER COMES GOD-LIKE RESPONSIBILITY

Once suffering becomes optional, our failure to act makes us
complicit in its continuation.

In the past, suffering was a tragic necessity. We could do little about it.

The biotech revolution changes everything. We are acquiring the
power to rewrite the living world.
With power comes complicity.

Therefore, so long as there is any sentient being

undergoing suffering, that suffering should be tackled with the
same priority and urgency as if it were our own.
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THERE ARE NO MORALLY RELEVANT DIFFERENCES

The ethical logic of abolitionism must be extended to all sentient beings, as
species is not a morally relevant criterion for suffering.

Our moral intuitions are shaped by genetic self-interest, not impartial reason. They cannot be trusted.

Functionally, emotionally, intellectually—and critically, in their capacity to suffer—the nonhuman animals we
factory-farm and kill are equivalent to human babies and toddlers.

To cherish one and Kkill the other is a form of discrimination (‘speciesism’) as arbitrary as racism.

“The question is not, Can they reason? nor, Can they talk? but, Can they suffer?” - Jeremy Bentham et



FROM HARMING TO HELPING

Our duty extends beyond ending human-caused animal suffering to
actively curating a compassionate global ecosystem.

e

Phase 1: End the Holocaust. Mass-
produced, delicious, and cheap in vitro
“vatfood” will make animal agriculture
obsolete.

Phase 2: Redesign Nature. Habitat The Goal: Eliminate predation, starvation,
destruction means all that will be left of and disease. Replace the “law of the
Nature are effectively wildlife parks. We jungle” with compassionate stewardship.
have a duty of care, not a duty to “Nonhuman animals don't need

preserve Darwinian cruelty. liberating; they need looking after.”
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ENGINEERING A KINDER WORLD WITH GENE DRIVES

CRISPR-based “gene drives” are a game-changing technology that can spread
desirable genetic traits through entire species with near-100% inheritance.

What are Gene Drives?
“Selfish” genetic
elements that can
spread a desired trait
through a population
in defiance of
Mendelian
inheritance by
“hijacking” a cell's
DNA repair
mechanisms.

Generationl —)» Generation2 —)» Generation3 —)» Generation 4

Trait is
Fixed

~100%
Inheritance

Introduction
of trait

Population
Saturation

Generationl —» Generation2 —» Generation3 —» Generation4

A Concrete Example:
The SCN9A gene
modulates pain
sensitivity. We could
“drive” a benign,
low-pain allele through
a species, reducing
suffering in perpetuity.

The New Economics
of Altruism: The cost
to “fix” the suffering of
an entire species could
be minimal, making
what was once
impossible feasible.
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CONFRONTING THE SPECTRE OF ‘BRAVE NEW WORLD’

Huxley’s brilliant satire has become a false symbol for any regime of
universal happiness, delaying research into paradise-engineering.
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Huxley’s dystopia is a static, loveless, and shallow society built on control, conformity, and a rigid
caste system. Its citizens are not truly happy; they are conditioned to be docile and use “soma” to
escape unpleasantness. The Abolitionist Project is the opposite: a vision of dynamic, diverse, and
empathetic life, where well-being is biologically innate, not a chemical escape.
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BRAVE NEW WORLD vs. THE POST-DARWINIAN ERA

BRAVE NEW WORLD THE ABOLITIONIST PROJECT
 Happiness: Shallow, chemically » Happiness: Profound, genetically
induced escapism (Soma). preprogrammed well-being (Gradients
of Bliss).

e Individuality: Suppressed for
“stability.” » Individuality: Enhanced; psychological

» Intelligence: Stifled; a rigid caste robustness empowers diversity.

system with brain-damaged lower » Intelligence: Amplified; a core goal of
orders. transhumanism.

 Love & Empathy: Abolished; seen as » Love & Empathy: Biologically enriched
destabilizing. and deepened.

* Progress: Frozen; “History is bunk.” » Progress: Unbound; an explosion of

knowledge, art, and experience.
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AN INTERCONNECTED DESTINY: THE ‘THREE SUPERS’

Superlongevity, Superintelligence, and Superhappiness are a deeply
linked triad that defines the posthuman future.

SUPERLONGEVITY
Curing aging leads to a world of Enhanced minds accelerate
quasi-immortals, forcing reproduction solutions to remaining
to become rare and planned. biological limits.
/.
REPRODUCTIVE 4 - SUPERHAPPINESS &
REVOLUTION — SUPERINTELLIGENCE

When creating new life is a momentous event,
parents will choose the best possible genetic
blueprints for well-being and intelligence.
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THE VISION: HIGH-TECH JAINISM

The ultimate aim is a cosmos guided by compassion and intelligence,
where suffering is biologically impossible.

* A post-Galilean science of mind, exploring vast new state-spaces of consciousness
built on a foundation of invincible well-being.

* The civilizing process extended to all sentient life in our forward light-cone.

* A universe where our ethical responsibility is to discover other suffering sentients
and assume responsible stewardship of our Hubble volume.

* This is the story of life with a happy ending.
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EXPLORE THE ABOLITIONIST PROJECT

The ideas presented here are the beginning of a deep and

ongoing philosophical and scientific inquiry.

BLTC.com

Research and
speculation into the
founding manifesto interviews, and biological basis of
outlining the technical resources on the paradise engineering
and ethical case for Abolitionist Project. and the future of

abolishing suffering. sentience.

HedWeb.com

A comprehensive
archive of essays,

The Hedonistic
Imperative (1995)

David Pearce’s

OkrAD o

The abolition of involuntary suffering is the
precondition of any civilised posthuman society;
and therefore a risk worth taking.
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